
 
 

 
 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
A review of Department policy pertaining to vehicle pursuits revealed the need to clarify and more 
closely define the role of the Department’s Air Support Unit when a suspect attempts to evade 
ground officers in a motor vehicle.  The resulting Duty Manual changes accomplish the following: 
 

1. Establish as policy the procedure of “tracking,” in which the Department’s helicopter 
continues to follow the suspect vehicle and ground units reduce to Normal Response  

 
 

2. Specify that a police helicopter is not an emergency vehicle, according to state guidelines and 
statutes. 

 
ANALYSIS 
 
The Duty Manual should be revised to reflect the changes described below. Additions are shown in 
italics and underlined. Deletions are shown in strike through form.   
 
L 2109  HELICOPTER ASSISTANCE:  

Revised 05-24-24  
 
Helicopter assistance can provide valuable information to ground units concerning 
traffic congestion, hazards or other factors which might endanger the safety of the 
officer or public. This information, together with the helicopter crew’s ability to provide 
constant visual surveillance, can assist in the safe and successful apprehension of 
pursuit suspects.  
 
A police helicopter is not an emergency vehicle. The POST California Vehicle Pursuit 
Guidelines states, “an aircraft is not defined as an authorized emergency vehicle in 
the California Vehicle Code and should not be described as a pursuit vehicle.” 
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the event to take custody of the suspect(s) and/or evidence and complete the 
investigation. 

 
 
ORDER 
 
Effective immediately, all Department personnel shall adhere to the above Duty Manual sections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
        Paul Joseph 
        Acting Chief of Police 
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